


The region achieved universal primary education and has continued to advance in promoting gender equality and empower-
ing women. Parity in both primary and secondary education between boys and girls has been achieved, and women in the 
region are attaining more power in politics. 

Other successes include reducing the region’s under-five mortality rate by 55 per cent between 1990 and 2015, achieving 
almost universal skilled attendance at birth and reaching the target of halving the proportion of the population without basic 
sanitation.

Inequalities persist

The report highlighted that significant gains have been made for many of the MDG targets worldwide, but progress has been 
uneven across regions and countries, leaving significant gaps. Conflicts remain the biggest threat to human development, 
with fragile and conflict-affected countries typically experiencing the highest poverty rates.

Gender inequality persists in spite of more representation of women in parliament and more girls going to school. Women 
continue to face discrimination in access to work, economic assets and participation in private and public decision-making. 

Despite enormous progress driven by the MDGs, about 800 million people still live in extreme poverty and suffer from 


